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elsewhere in the proximity of the arena; 
iv) not entering the arena at the third call. 
 

4.10 Scoring 
4.10.1 A clear round in the time allowed shall give the pentathlete and/or team in Relay 1200 points. 

All penalty points are deducted from this sum. 
 
4.10.2 In case the Riding Event is terminated, the pentathlete will earn 1200 points less: 

i) deduction all of the previous mistakes on the course;  
ii) deduction of the time penalties, if any 
iii) deduction of 100 points for each obstacle not jumped in Individual competition and 50 points 

for each obstacle not jumped in Relay competition of 3 horses/team. 
 
4.10.3 When the total number of the point deductions for faults on the course is higher than the 

number of the points received by the pentathlete or team for the Riding, the overall number of 
points for the Riding Event equals 0 points. 

 
4.10.4 Positions are decided solely on the points scored. If there is a tie the optimal time is decisive. 

The “optimal time” is the time, which is the nearest one to the Time allowed.  
PART B 
 
B.4.11 Arena 
 
B.4.11.1 The LOC must provide a warm-up arena with one upright and one spread obstacle duly 

lineated by red and white flags. If the event is in an indoor arena where space is limited or no 
area is close by for warm-up of horses, the LOC can allow the pentathletes to warm-up en 
mass in the competition arena.  Immediately prior to each pentathlete’s competition ride, they 
may take one designated jump in the arena. 

 
B.4.11.2 The two warming up obstacles must be jumped in the same direction. 
 
B.4.11.3 The competition arena (thereafter arena) must be enclosed. The height of the borders must be 

a minimum of 1m. While a horse is in the arena during a competition, all entrances and exits 
must be closed. 

 
B.4.11.4 The start line must not be more than 15m nor less than 6m from the first obstacle. The finish 

line must not be less than 6m or more than 15m from the last obstacle. In indoor arenas, the 
finish line must not be less than 10m from the last obstacle. Each of these 2 lines must be 
marked with an entirely red flag on the right and entirely white flag on the left. 

 
B.4.11.5 For the Relay Competition, behind the start line a zone for changeover will be marked for 

about 20m in length and 10m width (minimum) where the Relay team is placed, awaiting the 
start. The changeover zone is an inseparable part of the arena. It must be clearly marked.  

 
B.4.11.6 The LOC must provide the riding course plan. This plan must include: 

i) the positions of the start and finish lines; 
ii) the relative positions of the obstacles and their dimensions, their type and order; 
iii) any compulsory turning points; 
iv) the length of the course as it was measured; 
v) the track marked either by a continuous line to be followed precisely by the pentathletes or 

by a series of arrows showing the direction in which each obstacle must be jumped, then 
the track to be chosen freely by the pentathlete. Should there be a compulsory section in an 
otherwise unrestricted course, both methods must be used on the same plan; 

vi) the time allowed and the time limit; 
vii) the saluting area should be placed in front of the judges box and must be clearly 

marked with: flower displays, barriers or stripes placed safely for athletes and horses 
and should not disturb the riding way  of the competition; 

viii) the judges box; 
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PENALTY  TABLE         RIDING  Appendix: 4B 
(Note: for explanation and application, please refer to Chapter 4.9)  
 
 
 

The pentathlete infringes the rules and is penalised 
for:  

Article Individuals, 
Relay 2 athletes 
2 horses  
Relay 3 athletes 
1 horse 

Relay with 3 
athletes and 

3 horses 

Each second that exceeds the time allowed up to 
the time limit 

 4.9.2 4 points 2 points 

Contravening clothing regulations 1.22.2, 1.23.1, 
4.4.1, 4.9.3 

       20 points 

Each obstacle knocked down while jumping 4.7.3, 4.7.6iv),  
4.9.4 i), 4.9.5 i) 

20 points 20 points 

Fall of the rider from the horse or both fall 4.9.4 iii), 
4.9.5 v) 

60 points 60 points 

Disobedience (each occasion) 
Not going directly to the salute area 

4.7.7, 4.7.8, 
4.9.4 ii),  
4.9.5 ii) 

40 points 40 points 

Each forbidden attempt of jumping the same 
obstacle      

 4.9.4 ii), 
4.9.5 ii) 

40 points 40 points 

Not communicating horse start order, False start  
(Relay)  

4.9.5 iii) 40 points 40 points 

Exiting the Relay changeover zone out of turn 4.9.5 iii) 40 points 40 points 
Any disobedience leading to the knocking down of 
an obstacle (single, double, triple) or flag defining 
the obstacle 

       4.9.4 iii),  
4.9.5 ii) 

60 points 40 points 
 

 
 

The pentathlete infringes the rules and is penalised 
for: 

Article Penalty 

In case of termination of the ride for each obstacle 
which was not jumped 

4.10.2 iii) 
 

100 points 50 points 

 
The pentathlete infringes the rules and is penalised 
for: 

Article Penalty 

Each occasion of jumping over the allowed number 
of jumps in the warm-up arena 

4.6.3 ii), 4.9.7 i) 
 

 
 

deduction 100 MP 
points 

Showing the horse an obstacle either before the 
start or after a refusal 

4.6.2, 4.9.7 ii) 

Not stopping when the bell is rung during the round  4.9.7 iii) 
All unauthorised assistance  4.9.7 iv) 
Entering the arena on foot after the beginning of the 
event 

4.9.7 v)   

Exiting the arena dismounted   4.9.7 vi)  
 
 
 

The pentathlete infringes the rules and is penalised 
for: 

Article Penalty 

Jumping an obstacle in the wrong direction in the 
warm-up arena 

4.6.3 iv), 4.9.8 i) 
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Starting before the signal is given and/or jumping an 
obstacle before the start of the round 

4.6.6, 4.9.8 ii)  
 
 
 
 

deduction 200 MP 
points 

Jumping the first obstacle of a competition without 
having crossed the start line 

4.6.6, 4.9.8 iii) 

Jumping an obstacle which had been knocked 
down before it has been rebuilt 

4.9.8 iv) 

Jumping an obstacle without waiting for the bell 4.7.6, 4.9.8 v) 
Jumping an obstacle after two refusals at the same 
obstacle  

 4.9.8 vi) 
 

 
The pentathlete infringes the rules and is penalised 
for: 

Article Penalty 

A pentathlete and/or horse leaving the arena before 
the end of the round 

 4.9.9 i)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Termination of ride  
 
 
 

A pentathlete or horse being unable to continue the 
course 

 4.9.9 ii)  

The second fall from the horse 4.9.9 iii) 
A pentathlete retiring from the competition during 
the ride 

4.9.9 iv) 

A pentathlete or team for exceeding the time limit 4.8.5, 4.9.9 v) 
Not following the plan of the course; not jumping in 
prescribed order or omitting to jump an obstacle; 

4.9.9 vi) 

Jumping an obstacle in the wrong direction or 
outside the course  

4.9.9 vii), 4.9.9 viii) 

After a refusal, run-out or fall not attempting to jump 
an obstacle or all the elements of a combination the 
second time before attempting the next one 

 
4.9.9 ix) 

 
Not crossing the finish line mounted before leaving 
the arena 

4.9.9 x) 
 

After 6 refusals 4.9.9.xi 
 

 
The pentathlete infringes the rules and is penalised 
for: 

Article Penalty 

Unsportsmanlike behaviour or contempt of officials 4.9.10 i)  
 

Elimination 
Rapping a horse and all other cases of cruelty 
and/or ill treatment 

4.7.1, 
4.9.10 ii) 

Using an unauthorised whip or spurs or hat after the 
control in the arena, warm-up arena or elsewhere in 
the proximity to the show ground 

4.4.3 v, 4.9.10 iii) 

 Not entering the arena at the third call 4.6.4, 4.9.10 iv) 
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